
Monday 1st March  2021   
 
Dear   Parents   and   Carers,   

We   are   so   pleased   to   confirm   that   we  will   be   welcoming   all   James   Dixon   pupils  back   to   school   on   Monday   
8th   March wearing full school uniform.   All   pupils  should   attend   school   unless   they   are  unwell   or   someone   in 
 your   household   is   being   tested   or   has  tested   positive   for   Covid 19. The DfE have produced guidelines to
support us in opening our school safely. The guide below goes through some of the ways in which we will
keep our school community safe.

Although this is a lengthy document, we are asking that you take the time to read it carefully not only for
reassurance but to ensure that your child is at school on time and is able to follow the systems and
procedures we have put in place.

Only Preschool parents will be allowed on site. Parents must allow their children to follow the one way
system into school each day.

Year Group Drop o� Time Pick up Time

Morning Preschool 8.30am 11.30am

Afternoon Preschool 12.15pm 3.05pm

Full time Preschool 8.30am 3.05pm

Reception 8.50am 3.05pm

Year 1 8.45am 3.00pm

Year 2 8.50am 3.00pm

Year 3 8.40am 2.50pm

Year 4 8.45am 2.55pm

Year 5 8.40am 2.50pm

Year 6 8.45am 2.55pm

Kind regards,

M.Aldred K.Minnott
Michelle Aldred Kevin Minnott
Executive Headteacher Head of School
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Our approach

All James Dixon pupils are expected to return to school on 8th March 2021. There will be changes to how we
normally operate and these are detailed below but include things like - year groups will continue to form
bubbles that will maintain distance from other bubbles. The aim of this document is to provide as much
detail on the workings of this as possible.

Face Coverings
Unless you are exempt, any parent or carer entering the school site to
collect children at the end of the school day are required to wear a
face covering.

What if I don’t want my child to return
to school?

We are expecting all children to return to school on Monday 8th March unless they are unwell or someone
in your household is isolating with symptoms of Covid 19 or has had a positive test result.

How can I drop off and pick up safely?
We will continue to use the same one-way system which was in place during
the Autumn Term with one parent or carer walking through the car park and
down the driveway observing social distancing protocol then walking
through the KS1 playground and immediately up the driveway to exit. No
parents or carers are allowed into the school building unless by prior
appointment.

Buggies and pushchairs will not be allowed on site.

Parents and carers must wear a face covering and observe at least a 2m social distancing protocol.

Children in Friendly Class must be dropped off at the top of their usual gate (Gate 1).

The car park will be closed from 8.15am - 9.15am. No vehicles including transport for children with SEND will
be allowed in or out.
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Where should I go to drop my child off each
day?

All pupils other than Preschoolers should be dropped off at the car park entrance once their year group has
been called.

No pushchairs/buggies to enter the school at any time or near the entrances as this will cause congestion

Parents and carers should respect all signage and maintain a safe distance from the supervising adults.

There should be no crowding around the school premises. We are requesting that parents and carers follow
our policy of ‘pick up and leave’ and ‘drop off and leave’. Please see this video on entry and exit
https://www.jamesdixon.bromley.sch.uk/videos/
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What are ‘Bubbles’?

Bubbles are year groups of pupils. The purpose of the bubbles is to minimise the risk of transference to
other groups of children.  This combined with good cleaning should greatly reduce any risk.Year groups
bubbles will have playtime and lunchtime together but will maintain distance from other bubbles in the
school. Staff will care for children within their bubble as they normally would.

My child is feeling anxious. What can
I do to ease the anxiety?

In school we sometimes use social stories to explain changes to
children; please feel free to share this one with your child
https://www.jamesdixon.bromley.sch.uk/helpful-hints/. We have a
full time Place2Be trained counsellor who will also be there to
support any children who might need help to get through this period
of transition. Here are some phrases you can use to reassure your
child https://www.jamesdixon.bromley.sch.uk/helpful-hints/

What if I need to speak to my child’s
class teacher?
Staff will not be available to speak to you unless your child’s class
teacher initiates contact. Teachers must commit their time to
ensuring that all children safely leave their care. Parents can contact
teachers through a phone call or email to the o�ce if they have
queries about the day or they can call to make a phone appointment.

Any special arrangements for break,
PE and lunchtimes?

First Aid:
To minimise children walking the corridors, we will relocate inhalers and epipens into each clases’ first aid
pouch. The pouches will be stored securely. First aid will be provided by bubble staff.
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Drinking fountains will be out of use. The climbing frame equipment will not be used.  Play equipment will be
allocated for each year group to use at break and lunch.

Lunchtimes
Children will remain in their year group bubbles during lunchtime.  They will eat in the main hall (apart from
Years 4, 5 & 6) and play outside at their  allocated area time. Children can either bring in a packed lunch or
order a school packed lunch from Pabulum via ParentPay.

What are the expectations during
the school day?

Reducing Physical Contact
● Schools are required to maintain social distancing wherever possible
● Parents should not come into the school buildings unless they have been invited in.
● Numbers of pupils visiting the toilets at one time will be limited
● Older pupils will have an allocated table/chair/equipment pack as appropriate
● Transitional times in the routine are staggered so children do not all line up together / use toilets etc

at the same time

Preparing to welcome children in each day
Children should not bring additional bags and equipment into school. All stationary and a water bottle will be
provided.

● Handwashing with soap will be happening frequently. Adults and children are to wash their hands on
the following occasions:

● Entry to school
● Before/after break times
● Before lunch
● When they change rooms
● Before leaving school
● Anytime that they visit the toilet or cough/sneeze into their hands
● Rooms used should be well ventilated with windows and doors open where possible.

Children will be allowed to bring a small tube of hand moisturiser into school. We do understand that this
handwashing regime can be punishing to skin.
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How will you be teaching & what
will my child be learning?

Teaching and Learning
James Dixon Primary School will apply our Spring term planned curriculum model - a resumed curriculum in
its fullest and identify gaps in core learning that need to be negated over a period of time, with additional
intervention for those year groups that have less time to ‘catch-up’.

Our curriculum will not be narrowed, or backward-looking, it will become more agile and more responsive.
We will also implement outdoor learning, where possible and weather permitting.

We will retain the use of Google Classroom so that children are comfortable with the content and format in
readiness to revert to that way of working should local lockdowns or a national lockdown be imposed.

The Relationship and Sex Education element of our new curriculum has been planned and will continue.
Ultimately, your child’s wellbeing is our priority.

Does my child have to attend every
day?
Yes your child should attend Monday to Friday. Please contact us in
the usual way if your child is unable to attend for any reason.

Will you have assemblies?
Every class has been allocated a webcam.  This will allow us to hold
assemblies over webcam alongwith other collaborative working
without mixing pupils. For now, we will not be able to invite parents and
carers in to join us for our assemblies.
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What about SEND and Inclusion?
Inclusive practice remains central to what we do. EHCP targets
are statutory and we will continue to work towards children’s
targets. Staff in bubbles will liaise with our Lead and Deputy Senco
to ensure appropriate provision is in place for SEND pupils.

What are the behaviour rules and
expectations?
Staff will continue to follow the existing behaviour policy with
regards to positive behaviour reinforcement.

Low level behaviours will be dealt with within the ‘bubble’ where appropriate. For example reflection time will
be given within the classroom. If these become persistent, a Senior Leader will contact the parent.

In addition to the behaviour policy, in order to keep the children safe, all children will be strongly encouraged
to:

● Keep a reasonable distance at all times.
● Children can only access the toilet allocated to their bubble. One child to access the toilet at a

time.
● Wash hands at regular intervals throughout the day.
● Children are encouraged to not put any items in their mouths.
● Children can only use their own stationery, which is clearly labelled on their own desk.
● Children stay within their ‘bubble’ group, under direction from the teacher.
● Children stay within their ‘bubble base’ during learning and playtimes.

As always, child and staff safety will be the priority, so if some behaviours displayed by a child show
disregard for the safety of any member if our school community, the following procedure will take place:

1) The child will be asked to refrain from the dangerous behaviour. Ie running out of the classroom or
touching other children, or taking items not assigned to them.

2) If they do not comply, a warning will be given.
3) If they continue the behaviour, a member of SLT will be called for assistance.
4) If the behaviour continues after additional adult intervention, parents will be called to put in place a

Risk Assessment and other early intervention strategies.
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Toileting and Handwashing
Staff will ensure social distancing, particularly where visiting the
toilets requires the child to enter into a circulation space. Each
‘bubble’ will be allocated a toilet. Toilets will be cleaned at regular
intervals and monitored by a member of staff throughout the day.
22 additional hand sanitiser dispensers have been fitted around
the school.

Breakfast Club/After School Club
Provision
Children of the Future will resume their Breakfast Club and After school
Club provision based on our site on Monday 8th March. Please click this
link for DfE guidance on wraparound provision and extra curricular
activity Guidance for parents and carers of children attending
out-of-school settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak

What should my child wear to school?
Children should wear their full James Dixon school uniform including
plain black footwear.

How can I contact the school o�ce?
Children should arrive at their designated time. Parents will only be
allowed onto the site if there is an emergency.  Please communicate
with us by email admin@jamesdixon.bromley.sch.uk or phone 020
87786101. The school o�ce is not to be accessed by parents unless
through prior arrangement via a call or email.
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Sun safe advice

In line with guidance, once the grass dries we plan to make the
best use of our school field. Please ensure that your child
comes into school prepared for plenty of outdoor learning
applying sunscreen before sending your child  into school.
School staff are not able to supply or apply sun cream.

James Dixon is well known for trips
and visits. Will there be any?

At present we have no trips of visits planned although this may
change as the guidance changes.

Unwell children with Symptoms
If a child or staff member develops symptoms compatible with Covid
19, they will be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 10 days. Please
do not send your child to school if they or anyone in your household is unwell
with symptoms.

The person with symptoms must self isolate for 10 days

The people they live with must self isolate for 10 days or for 10 full days from the onset of any symptoms
along with everyone in the household

Click here for full guidance Stay at home: guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus
(COVID-19) infection
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