
The James Dixon Creative Curriculum immerses our children in real life 
learning opportunities which allow them to take risks, build confidence 
and have fun. These inclusive learning experiences will create 
memories and prepare our children to use and explore their talents to 
help shape a better future for the local and wider community.

History and Geography
History and geography are two sides of the same coin. To develop a 
genuine understanding of our place in the world around us demands a 
grounding in both, not as separate subjects, but a tapestry of 
knowledge and understanding developed through the skills of enquiry, 
questioning, comparison and perspective. Teaching any history of the 
world, without an explanation and understanding of the geography 
that influenced that history is like telling only half of a story.

At James Dixon we endeavour to tell the whole story, changing the 
narrative from a Eurocentric history of Britain into balanced 
interpretation of the history and geography that maps out the real 
events and the real people that make up our history and the impact it 
has had on the global community.

Termly topic themes drive many areas of our curriculum and these 
are informed and aligned with the history and geography National 
Curriculum guidance.  The program of study is reviewed annually to 
ensure that our children are being taught a true and balanced 
curriculum and the key knowledge and skills that the children require 
across history and geography are mapped to ensure progression 
between year groups across the school.   

Through our teaching, we endeavour to help the children to 
understand the complexity of people's lives, the events that drive,    
and have driven change and inspire in children a curiosity and 
fascination to understand the world in which we live.



We aim to create enthusiastic, fluent readers that have a deep 
understanding of texts; competent, accurate writers who write with flair 
and enthusiasm; and pupils who speak confidently and listen carefully so 
they are sufficiently skilled and ready for the next stage in their education.

English

Learning Outside the Classroom
Here at James Dixon we embrace Learning Outside the Classroom is a 
cornerstone of our Creative Curriculum. It offers opportunities for 
exploration, experience and risk taking through child led learning, because 
we consider the world beyond the classroom, a truly wonderful place to 
learn.

Making sense of the wide and wondrous world around us creates, 
motivates and develops links within our learning and personal development 
in ways the classroom environment cannot and we, at James Dixon, 
believe every child has the right and privilege to experience this as             
an essential part of their learning and personal development.

Maths
The James Dixon Maths Curriculum aims to be an inclusive, purposeful 
and contextualised learning journey. Through the use of practical, visual 
and concrete resources the children progressively build on essential 
mathematical skills, including problem solving, fluency and reasoning. 
Well-structured lessons allow for clear differentiation ensuring pupils of all 
abilities can consistently and effectively access the Maths Curriculum.



It is our intention to develop enthusiastic and inquisitive language learners 
who are able to communicate with increasing confidence and accuracy, 
both orally and in writing. To foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their 
understanding of other cultures and countries.

Music

Here at James Dixon we teach to develop each child's musical potential 
by presenting music as an enjoyable and positive experience. We provide 
opportunities which encourage creativity and self expression whilst also 
developing confidence through composing and performance.

Our award winning Steel Orchestra provides a unique opportunity for our 
pupils to extend their knowledge as well as their appreciation of a wide 
range of musical styles and cultures as well as develop to the discipline 
and desire to play to the highest standard.

French

Science
Science is the asking and answering of questions through exploration and 
investigation.  It fosters curiosity, independent thought and the ability to 
study the world around us. At James Dixon, we teach Science through an 
engaging and hands on Science curriculum, providing opportunities to 
investigate and experience things first hand, through practical and 
inspiring activities.



We take a mindful approach to PSHE (Personal, Social, Health Education) 
which includes the statutory RSHE (Relationships Education, Sex 
Education and Health Education) there is a strong focus on emotional
and mental health and wellbeing.
Our overall aim is for children to be safe, healthy and happy. James Dixon 
is always respectful of the faith, beliefs and contexts of children’s families,
engaging with parents and carers on this key subject

PE is taught is such a way that children can perform and compete with 
increasing competence and confidence in a range of physical activities – 
these including dance, games, gymnastics, swimming and water safety, 
athletics and outdoor adventure activities.

Teaching is linked closely with an understanding of health and we teach 
children to understand their bodies in action and develop positive 
attitudes towards a healthy lifestyle - enabling them to make informed 
choices about physical activity throughout their lives.

PE & Sports

Our Computing curriculum enables pupils to be digitally literate, to use, 
and express themselves through, information and communication 
technology – at a level suitable for the future workplace and as active 
participants in a digital world. Throughout our creative curriculum, we 
ensure that pupils understand how to keep safe online.

PSHE

Computing



Design & Technology
We intend to provide our pupils with the knowledge and skills they will 
need in order to take part in the development of our changing world.

Through Food Technology we teach children the life skills needed to 
prepare a healthy meal.  We encourage pupils to apply creative thinking 
to make positive changes to their quality of life and become independent 
and creative problem-solvers. Our curriculum allows pupils to reflect on 
and evaluate design and technology so that they too can become 
potential innovators.

Art & Design
We ensure that the act of investigating and making something includes 
exploring and developing ideas, and evaluating and developing work. 
Teachers draw attention to good examples of individual performance as 
models for the other children. We give children the opportunity within 
lessons to work on their own and collaborate with others, on projects in 
two and three dimensions and on different scales. Children also have the 
opportunity to use a wide range of materials and resources, including ICT.
We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our 
classes, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all
children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child.

RE
We encourage our pupils to make enquiry into significant human questions 
which religion and worldviews address, so that they can develop the 
understanding and skills needed to appreciate and appraise the 
views of others. 


